
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 81-34

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREJIlENTS FOR:

WINE COUNTRY INN,
FREEMARK ABBEY HINERY,
AND MARKHAJIl WINERY,
NAPA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The Wine Country Inn, Freemark Abbey Winery, and JIlarkham Winery
(hereinafter dischargers) submitted technical reports on the
proposed waste treatment and disposal facilities on July 8,
1980, August 19, 1980, November 5, 1981 and February la, 1981.
A Report of Haste Discharge was submitted on April 23, 1981.

2. The dischargers propose to construct an underground sewer system
to transport their wastes to evaporation ponds proposed for
renovation at the JIlarkham Winery site.

3. The Wine Country Inn consists of 25 guest rooms and a small
dining area. It is operated at near capacity all year. The
inn is now served by an on-site disposal system consisting of
septic tanks and a subsurface evapotranspiration system. This
system is failing at present, but will be retained after comple­
tion of the evaporation pond system to handle a portion of the
waste f Loxs;

4. The Freemark Abbey Winery includes a restaurant; candle factory
and gift shop; and sandwich, cheese, and wine sales shop. The
winery itself currently crushes 450 tons of grapes per year.
Domestic and winery wastes are presently discharged into a
septic tank and subsurface leach field. The leach field is
proposed to remain in service, but be valved to the proposed
evaporation pond system.

5. The JIlarkham Winery consists of crushing fermentation and
storage facilities. Domestic waste is discharged into an
existing septic tank and leachfield. Winery waste is dis­
charged into three existing evaporation ponds on the winery
property.

6. It is proposed that the existing JIlarkham Winery ponds be re­
constructed into two larger evaporation ponds. The proposed
ponds will have a total surface area of 4.23 acres and a total
capacity of 8.220 milllon gallons. After collection from the
three faclilties, the wastewater will be pumped lnto the flrst
pond (1.21 acres) and aerated by mechanical aerators. Waste­
water from the flrst pond will discharge lnto the second pond
with a surface area of 3.02 acres. According to soils data,
the ponds will not percolate any wastewaters.
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